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i vironmentalists from India,
o Bmgadesh, Nepal and Sri

i Bhubaneswar, July 12:
i Sharing the same level of vul-
: nerability to natural calami-
i ties, people from countries
: bordering the Bay of

i have started deliberation on
i climate change impact on
i coastal communitics here
i Thursday.
i Community leaders and en-

Conference on climate change

are participaring in the the Forest and Environment among general public, he called
three day conference organ- Minister Debi Prasad Mishra for extensive collaboration from
ized by Regional Center for said that the State Government all stakeholders.
Development Cooperation is concerned over such extreme Supported by the United
(RCDC). climatic events. Nations Development
Recalling Orissa’s experi- mgﬁ of Programme (UNDP), the con- |
I IR PRSI AW IneTHess

ence with natural calamites, '
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Climate change hits Bay of Bengal

coastal communities hard

Multi-country efforts
needed to meet
the challenge

PNS B BHUBANESWAR

Cllma:e change and its impact on
the communities living on the Bay
of Bengal coastline require concerted
efforts of all sections of people of dif-
ferent nations to tackle the challenge
effectively.

This was observed by speakers at
aworkshop on "Community resilience
to climate change in the Ba of Bengal
20]2 here on Thursday by

Regional Centre for Development
and Conpcﬂ.tmn (RCDC) and the
Utkal University in partnership with
the Concern Worldwide and the
UNDP The meeting was attended by
representatives of from Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Bangladesh and India.

Four decades ago, Schumacher
had warned of the climate change and
stressed the need for appropriate
technology to meet it. The technolo-
gy should be eco-friendly and should

not “infringe on the right of future .

generation,” observed Vi
Hidellage from Sri Lanka. As people
beyond the countries’ bcrumhnum
feeling the impact and the commu-
nities living on the Bay of Bengal
coastline are worst-affected, the situ-
ation calls for multi-country cooper-
ation to tackle the challenges in an
effective manner, she said.

The Bay of Bengal coastal parts
have been identified among the
most viulnerable to climate change-led
disasters. These regions house the
worlds most poor population, she
pointed out.

Saroj Dash of Concern Worldwide
said the climate change has resulted
in rise in the rature level and rise
in the sea level ening displace-
ment of Bay of Bengal cost commu-
nities. A multi-sectoral effort involv-
ing Governments, civil society organ-
isations, coastal communities and
knowledge hubs like universities is

a2

- S ; I-ml
nbsm that climate d'm?es i:npacl:s

are not confined to a single nation as
a landslide in Nepal has its impact in
India too. Heavy rain in Nepal create
floods in India as different rivers orig-

inating in Nepal flow down to the Bay
of Beng]th different States of
epal also depend a

lot on the Ba'_r of Bengal. Hence, con-
certed cross-country efforts are
required to tackle the situation.
others, Dr Ambika Nanda
of the UNDP and RCDIC executive
director Kailash Chandra Dash also
spoke on the occasion. 5

| SUDHIR MISHRA m
| BHUBANESWAR

embers of Parliament have

crucial role to play in tack-
ling the impact of climate change
on peaple of South Asian coun-
tries like India, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka effectively as they for-
mulate policies and laws having
large bearing on the pmplf, of

their nations and re uns

W?ﬁm‘md'w“d‘"“
in 02"
held by the RCDC here on
Bangladesh MP Tamrlr
Shakil Joy said his country,
despite emmitting less carbon, suf-
fers a lot. Dn its n;arli:ln:sm side,
people living on i inside
rivers face flood, river bank ero-
sion, and in the dry season face

severe water shortage and deser-
tification. On its suutbzm side,
l"’zlu:nm: is a regular feature

troying lives and livelihoods
of people, resulting in intrusion
of salinity intg paddy fields
and increasing food insecurity.
Although Bangladesh is not
responsible for this, yet it faces
the calamities.

He observed that theére is
the need to recognise the local
knowledge a.ncfn indigenous
practices to meet the impact of

climate change.
Country Director, Practical
Action, Nepal, Achyut Luite] said
o ﬂmﬁm
quences e as
apple production in two dis-
tricts has declined due to the rise

He said the landslides in
Nepal have led to creation of
more islands in the rivers in

sedimen-
result-
u;% in flash floods, A united
effort by all South Asian
nations is required to tackle the
challenge, he observed.
Director of South
Asia Parliament Mukul
Sharma said renewable
mupmwm

Bangladesh as hea
tation is d

ate change in South Asia

extensively among local com- 0

munities rather than using fossil =
ﬁuLwiﬂchaddshuemismmof e

maore carban and the
climate change crisis further.
'I‘i'wﬂutomumdmnmu,a
ammmt
ee

h;ﬂl:llthﬁ\e-YfﬂrPhn.N
international level, a 2.5-billion
fund for renewable energy could
be created in Uganda due to effort
by an MP

’c:he



BHUBANESWAR

Our Correspondent
|| Bhubaneswar: Climate
change is a reality now and
Odisha, being one of the
most vulnerable States.
i needs w build resilience by
N adaptation - strengthening
communities.

These - views  were
d emphasised by  the
! participants at a three-day-
long sub regional workshop
on ‘Community Resilience
to Climate Change in the
Bay of Bengal-2012’
kicked off here on
Thursday. The workshop 1s
being jointly organised by
i Regional Centre for
Development Corporation
(RCDC), Concern
Worldwide, UNDP, Save
the Children, Troicare, J15
(Bangladesh) and Sushilan
{Bangladesh).

Due to climate change
State has to adopt special
measures 1o cope with the
challenges like food

mmsecurity, flood, cyclone
£

FRIDAY <=

13 JUuLY 2012

heat

drought,
lightening, eic
Forest and Environment

wave,

Minister Devi Prasad
Mishra graced the occasion
as chief guest and said,
“Out of 40 million people
of our State around 60
percent are
depending upon the coast
off Bay of Bengal for their
livelihood, day by day they
are worstly affected by this
problem every year.”™

people

ORL

“After experiencing the
Super Cyclone in 1999, our
State formulated a special
wing disaster management
which was appreciated in
all over the country,
through this wing we
planned to create awareness
among communities (o
tackle. with ‘natural
disasters. Now we have
planned to plant around
8.5 lakh trges in not only
protected torest land but

SSA AGE| 2

- ifish

¢ Climate Change is a reality
€ State to adopt community resilience

also in 27 urban cities in
plane Odisha from which
nearly 3 lakh seeding will
done in capital itseli™, he
added.

RCDC Executive Director
Kailash Chandra Dash told
about the objective of the
workshop and offered vote
thanks to the dignitaries.
South Asia Director Vishaka
Hidellage said that when
we talk about climate
change we do talk about

water, food insecurities,
environmental degradation
but we have to grow faster
1o meet the climate change
as with lack of resources,
we can also able 10 adapt
and undertake mitigating
measures like building
flood or earthquake proof
house and will rely on mass
migration like moving
away from flood or
earthquake plates.

UNDP Siate Programme
Officer Ambika Nanda
elaborated on building
perspective on Bay of
Bengal and hoped that the
research would feed into
local and national plans
of action in climate
change adaptation
strategies.

Participanis hoped that
this workshop may help
towards formulation of
various programmes and
action plans to adapt to
and mitigate the adverse
impact of climate change
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Proper natural calamity management

system need of th

PBED BUREAU
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 12

FOREST and Environment
Minister Debi Prasad
Mishra today underscored
the need for a proper natural
calamity management sys-
tem which could be one of
the solutions to guard
against natural calamities.

“Odisha is one of the most
calamity States in the country.
The existence of Bay of Bengal
has made the State vulnerable
to frequent climate change
disasters”, he said while inau-
gurating the three-day sub-
regional workshop on
‘Community Resilience to di-
mate change in the Bay of
Bengal 2012' here.

Terming the disaster man-
agement of the State a good
plan, he said that after experi-

the 1999 Super
Cydone, the natural calami-
ties management and com-
mumity awareness are badly
needed for the State.

“Odisha is the first State
which has adopted disaster
management system. Many

States have adopted our disas-
ter management
Mishra asserted.”
Stressing on the massive
plantation programme taken
up by the State Government,
he said that there is a need to
expand the tnee covers outside
the forest cover areas.
“Urban plantation is
going on in 27 dties of the
State. About 10 lakh saplings
are planted in different places
of the State of which three
lakh are planted in
Bhubaneswar, he informed.”
Speaking about the
need for appropriate tech-
nology and sustainable
development for disaster
management, South Asia
Director of Practical Action
Vishaka Hidellage said, "As
disasters do not respect

e hour: Minister

b

boundaries, long-term plan
and proper implementation
of such plan is needed for
the safety and sustainable
development of the com-
munities and the world”.
The workshop is being
organised by Regional
Centre for Development
Cooperation (RCDC),
Concern Worldwide, United
MNations Development
Programme (UNDP), Save
the Children, Jagrata Juba

Shangha (]S Bangladesh)
and Sushilan (Bangladesh).
Among Dthers,_

Executive Director of
RCDC Kailash Chandra
Dash, State Programme
officer, UNDF Ambika
Nanda, and dignitaries
from 5Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
and Nepal were present.

ST | | . | | | SSRGS %
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Climate change and
commumty resilience

A Mrlnmm g S

¢ BHUBANESWAR, 12 JULY:
' Eminent social activists, scholars
1 and scicntists gathered here o
= deliberate on * Community
¢ Resillience to Climate Change in
| the Bay of Bengal”,
$ The three day Sub Regional
«  Workshop organized by RCDC
t and other organizations was
L inaugurated by forest minister
Mr Debi P Mishra.

Mr Mishra lauded the effons
of RCDC and outlined. the
efforts taken by the state gow
emment in formulating a di-
mate change action plan. He

 referred 1o the success stories in
+ the NGO sector, particularly the
| fisher women of Ganjam, the
i livelihood concerns and the F
ICZM project undertaken with
World Bank assistance.

The need is 1o leamn and
improve upon the traditional

and others made brief speeches. Scientists from the central
wisdom that people living in  ple living in areasdo  The workshop is being attended  rice research institute,- UNDP
coastal areas have gathered over  have their traditional wisdom in -~ by scientists and activists from  participated in the various tech-
decades. Odisha is a calamity - dealing with such situations. S6i Lanka Bangladesh and some  nical sessions that were held on
prone state with cyclonic Mr Kailash Chandra Dash,  of the coastal states of the coun-  the inaugural day today.
storms, floods pay annual visits,  executive director , Mr A Nanda 4y,
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~ Swamy calls for ‘Gandhian
methods' o fight climate change

PBD BUREAU
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 14

EMINENT social activist
and Rajya Sabha member
AV Swamy has called for
adoption of Gandhian
methods to meet the chal-

ising out of the
]l:nwhﬂ'il:lnlmﬂ‘lﬂﬂ of climate
change. Speaking at the
concluding ceremony of a
three-day national work-
shop on ‘Community
Resilience to  climate
change in the Bay of Bengal
2012jointly organised by
the Regional Center for
Development ch@enum
(RCDC), Oncerm
Worldwide, United
MNations Development
Programme (UNDP) here
today, Swamy said; “There
is an urgent need to review
our policies and tailor them
as per the Gandhian values
of simple living. Only then
can India take a high posi-
tion and put moral pressure
on developed nations to
stop exploiting the ecosys-
tem of the world,”

Swamy - said climate
change had resulted in the
destabilization of the
world. Human habits are
the reason behind the phe-
nomenon which affects

L}

social structure, econmomic
growth and environment.

“Disasters and erratic
climate are nothing new to
the world. But in the last 50
to 60 years, the intensity,
frequency re-
dictability of such happen-
ings has forced us o take
measures to meet such
problems,” the Rajya Sabha
member said.

Swamy praised the
efforts of the civil socety

isations and said that

developing the resilience of
communities to mitigate
and, adapt to climate
change is the key to meet-
ing this challenge. People
should be trained well so
that they stop looking at the
government for support.
“They can be self sufficient
to inst any natural
calamity,” he said.

Director of Climate
Action Network South Asia
(CANSA) Sm;ay Vasmht
said “The i
cm.lldﬁ:hmei?‘.?rnuﬂlmpeo-
ple to migrate from differ-
ent regions of the world, of
which 75 million would be
from India and 45 million
from Bangladesh. Thus
these nations shodld be
proactive instead of
waiting for the rich devel-
oped countries to rectify
themselves."”
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